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Editorial 

I am not quite sure where the summer went, but 

Autumn is now upon us, and with it comes the 

start of what many see as the new season.  This 

edition has reports from some of the summer 

multi-day events, together with a look forward to 

the busy calendar to come.  There is also the usual 

roundup of news, results, leagues and series, and a 

new piece on orienteering techniques called 

Coaching Corner, which we hope is sufficiently 

popular to become a regular feature. 

It looks like a particularly busy period ahead.  

Even though we are only two weeks into 

September, already there was a choice of three 

events last weekend, then this week we have  

junior training on Tuesday, the first Autumn 

Leaves Street-O on Wednesday, a Footpath Run on 

Thursday and our first big event of the season at 

Lindley Moor on Sunday.  I'm feeling tired 

already... 

It feels like we are making progress with 

communications.  The new website seems popular, 

and there has been positive feedback on the weekly email update.  Any 

feedback appreciated, especially ideas on what else to include.  Grab me at an 

event or drop me an email at vinceg@claro-orienteering.org.uk. 

PATELEY PRATTLINGS – Our Chairman, Stan 

I don’t know if many of you have ever been to a rock 

festival or seen pictures of the aftermath once 

everybody has gone home but I can’t help but be 

surprised at the amount of debris left behind. As a 

camper and backpacker I’ve always been amazed that so 

many folks can just abandon what seem perfectly good 

tents and I’d assumed it was just due to laziness, 

lethargy, hangovers or worse. But there may well be 
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another reason - have you ever tried to pack away one of those pop-up festival 

tents? Pop-up yes, pop-down no! 

Similar design and construction has now entered the larger tent market so earlier 

this year Claro bought an example that pops-up to a size that will hold a dozen 

or so of us, primarily to serve as a changing and meeting tent at events like the 

JK or the Lakes 5-Day festivals. It all seemed so simple at the JK as Geoffrey or 

Vince packed them away, but then Geoffrey and Vince are both engineers. 

Come time to pack up on the last day of the Lakes 5-Day at Hampsfell however 

and both Geoffrey and Vince had gone. Never mind, let’s follow the 

instructions.  

Unfortunately two-dimensional instructions didn’t do justice to what is clearly a 

three-dimensional task and despite the combined brainpower and effort of Hind, 

Moon, Potterton and Appleton we were unable to collapse it into its neat little 

circular carrying bag about one 

metre in diameter. Quite an 

audience built up as we wrestled 

with fabric and springy 

fibreglass and for a short while 

we were getting nowhere until 

the tent decided to declare a 

truce and we settled for a 

misshapen bundle about five feet 

across. We lashed it down 

quickly before it could fight 

back and just squeezed it into 

the back of my 4x4. Tim 

followed me back down the A65 

keeping a respectful distance lest 

the beast should awaken and try 

to spring back to its full size whilst still in the car. Next morning in the 

tranquillity of my garage it all seemed so different and I was able to tame it 

successfully unaided. Hampsfell was definitely not Claro’s finest hour 

particularly as so many of us had disastrous runs. 

A couple of footnotes to this. I seem to be making a habit of this sort of 

behaviour following on from bringing a 10’ flagpole back from South Wales. I 

have also learned that many festivals now have an arrangement for abandoned 

Stan being attacked by the Club Tent in the car park. 
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tents to be collapsed and sent for relief projects. If you’ve not seen the new 

Claro tent it should be out at our Lindley Moor event; just beware – it bites. 

Which neatly brings me round to a reminder about our next regional event to be 

held at Lindley Moor on Sunday 21 September. We’re expecting big numbers 

of competitors as it’s a round of the YHOA Superleague so we need all the 

helpers that we can muster. You’ll still have time for a run and as a helper you 

get a cut-price entry. Part of the venue is freshly-mapped and hasn’t been used 

for orienteering before.  

On the previous Wednesday evening we’re kicking off our autumn series of 

simple street events. Every two weeks we’re holding a 45 minute score event, 

starting at 6.30pm, in a different part of Harrogate or Knaresborough using 

simple maps and using lampposts as controls. Best to look at our brand 

spanking new website for details or check our brand spanking new weekly e-

newsletter, or our (almost) brand spanking new Twitter feed. Big thanks are due 

to Vince Grealy and Tim Moon for all this spanking stuff. 

You’ll see from the website, e-news or Twitter that Jemima and Phil are running 

a short series of training sessions for young beginners, using proper O-maps of 

local venues. There’s also the first few rounds of our internal Club League 

which seem to be coming thick and fast throughout the autumn. We’re hoping 

to have the club flag (literally) flying at as many of the rounds as we can to act 

as a meeting point and so that newer members can get to find us. It seemed to 

do the trick at the White Rose Weekend at Scarborough, where the ‘club tent’ 

was in fact reduced to my two man backpacking 

model.  

Finally, but very happily, I’d like to add the best 

wishes of all Claro members to those already sent to 

long-standing members Arthur Clarke and Christine 

Hayes who got married on 7 August. Many of us 

were away at the Lakes 5-Day but we were pleased 

to toast you both (in a cheeky little Chilean wine 

called Claro) and wish you many happy years 

together. 

Right, now where did I put those tent 

instructions....... 

    Stan Appleton Congratulations to 

Arthur and Christine! 
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Membership Update - David Gugan 
Welcome to two new members who joined over the summer: Steve and Luke 

Fry (M45 and M10). They first came along to the Spring Flowers event on June 

4th, and despite the challenging course (nettles and brambles) and conditions 

(raining and muddy) they came back for more. They were also seen at the Lakes 

5 and the White Rose, so we are expecting to see a lot of them both in the 

coming months! 

Summer Orienteering: 5 Days in a Lake - Tim Moon 
Well it wasn’t really 5 days in a lake, but wetness was involved and anyway I 

like the title. The more astute of you may have gathered that I’m talking about 

the recent Lakes 5 Day event which as the name almost suggests is 6 (yes six) 

events held in the Lake District every four years. For some reason this was the 

first Lakes 5 Day I have done and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Looking at my results 

(please don’t) you may find this surprising! 

Day 1 started well; it was sunny in Ilkley, although the weather forecast was 

dire. Anyway I’d remembered to pack my trusty cagoule, so what could 

possibly go wrong? By the time I reached Kirby Lonsdale the sun had gone and 

the clouds were dark and threatening. When I reached the M6, the threat had 

materialised and it was the sort of rain that windscreen wipers can barely cope 

with. Never mind, I thought, maybe it will clear up soon. It didn’t. Day 1 was at 

Swindale, an open area near Shap, fairly high and exposed so not ideal given the 

weather conditions. Anyway, not wishing to be called a wimp by my fellow 

club members, I girded my loins, donned by trusty cagoule and set off towards 

the start - 50 minutes uphill into the teeth of the wind and rain. My trusty cag 

proved to be not at all trusty; after 5 minutes I was, to put it politely, sodden. 

Eventually I reached the start with plenty of time to spare (unfortunately) and 

met up with a few Claros hunkered down behind a wall – having first evicted 

some sheep. One remarked that her cag had let in a few drops of water. I wasn’t 

sympathetic. 

Now on to the run itself; after all that’s why I was there. I had the same start 

time as Allen Barnes and I told myself firmly not to follow him. He was on a 

different course so following him would be a silly idea. Nevertheless I did find 

myself going in the same direction as Allen (that’s different from following, I’ll 

have you know). It turned out that we were both wrong, but I was much more 

wrong than Allen. The map of Swindale is basically one big marsh with islands 

of higher and drier ground scattered throughout it. Perhaps the new Clarion 
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editor can provide a snippet of the map to illustrate this. Otherwise just use your 

imagination. Nearly all the controls on my course were on the islands so it was a 

case of island hopping and keeping 

out of the marsh as much as possible. 

A ferry would have been useful. At 

one point the rain turned to hail 

which I thought was a bit much and 

considered giving up. Ahead of me 

was a control that might (or might 

not) have been mine so I decided that 

if it wasn’t then I would give up. It 

was mine and a small part of me was 

disappointed. 

Day 2 also started well, it was sunny 

and stayed sunny all day. The event 

was on Simpson Ground. Now I 

don’t know who Simpson is, but if he 

wants to have a small chunk of the Lake District named after him then that’s 

fine by me. However I do object to it being called Ground. It isn’t ground; it is 

bog. Simpson Swamp would be a far better name. I seemed to spend a lot of 

time up to my ankles in water studying the map. Big mistake on control 1. I 

make more mistakes on the first control than any other; you would think that I 

would have learnt to be more careful at the start, but I haven’t. 

Day 3, and its Grizedale. Grizedale has always confused me and this was no 

exception. 

Rest day. So what do you do on the rest day? Go orienteering of course. This 

was an urban event in Ulverston. No bogs, swamps, trees or hills and far less 

confusion. All told, a pleasant change. 

Day 4. Pike O' Blisco. An open area, this time without the marshes. The weather 

was good as well, so a grand day out. 

Day 5. Hampsfell. No comment. 

All in all, an enjoyable week, even if some of my remarks above might suggest 

otherwise. 

P.S. I’ve bought a new cag. 

Swindale: mostly blue. Unusually they opted to 

leave off the yellow overprint for open ground. 
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Lakes 5 Days - Editor's Addendum 
Thanks to Tim for his most amusing article.  At his insistence that "someone 

should do a proper one", it falls to me to add some 

additional commentary.  It was an excellent turnout for 

the club, with 16 members running at least once and 8 

starting all 5 days.  Over a varied week that included 

sun cream and compulsory waterproofs, forest, swamp 

and fell, we had some great performances and a few 

medals, all of which were in the Ker family.  Ruth ran 

strongly all week, including 2 individual wins, to finish 

first equal overall in W45 Short, and both Davy (3
rd

 of 

4 on M20S) and Tasmin (1
st
 of 2 on W10B) made the 

podium.  Other notable performances were Lindsey 

Hensman's 7
th
 in W65L on Day 3, Stan's 7

th
 on the 

urban during the rest day and new member Luke Fry, 

who was 10
th
 in M10A on Day 2 in tough terrain - a 

fantastic start for the club!  Tim's "No comment" for 

Day 5 at Hampsfell sums up a difficult day with some 

tough weather.  It was no our best day ever, with nearly half failing to record a 

result, but full marks for effort! 

Full results showing position and number of competitors: 

Course Name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Urban 

M10A Luke Fry   10(16)         

M20S Davy Ker       3(4) 1(4) 27(39) 

M45L Stephen Fry   47(52)         

M50L Vince Grealy 27(73) 39(75) 54(72) 24(70)     

M60L Mike Hind 25(63) 58(67) 51(67) 32(68) 41(66)   

M60S Richard Kirk       31(31)     

M65L Geoffrey Hensman   39(83) 56(86)   mp   

M65L Stan Appleton 80(87) 73(83) 68(86) 67(85) mp 7(60) 

M65L Tim Moon 74(87) 81(83) 82(86) 71(85) rtd 34(60) 

M65L Mike Cope   59(83) 54(86)       

M70L Allen Barnes 22(49) 25(45) 19(43) 13(37) 17(42) 38(60) 

W12B Tamsin Ker 1(2) 1(1) 1(1) 1(1) 1(1)   

W45L Maja While   40(43)   35(43)     

W45S Ruth Ker 2(24) 1(28) 4(29) 2(25) 1(26) 7(49) 

W55L Liz Potterton 13(57) 46(54) 27(51) 29(52) 29(52)   

W65L Jackie Barnes 20(31) 23(37) 12(33) 18(30) rtd 24(44) 

W65L Lindsey Hensman   14(37) 7(33)   rtd   

 

Tasmin races to the finish on day 5 

(Photo: ActivNorth Photography) 
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Swiss O Week 2014 - Zermatt - Susan Birtwistle 
The beauty of orienteering is that it can take you to remote and beautiful places, 

and to areas on your doorstep you did not know existed. It encourages you to 

travel and explore.  It also gets people talking to each other; comparing results, 

route choices and exchanging recommendations on events worth making a 

special effort to attend beyond the bounds of Yorkshire, Welsh, Scottish and 

International borders. 

The Kelly family are responsible for encouraging us to attend 3 (out of 4) of our 

most memorable International O events – the Swedish O-Ringen, the Venice 

City Race and most recently Swiss O Week in Zermatt. Andrew and Robert 

attended this event in 2006 and I recall how enthusiastically they described the 

fantastic scenery, the joy of a car-free week travelling to assembly areas by 

cable car or mountain railway and the atmosphere of a large scale event 

attended by 4,500 people of many nationalities.  

In summer 2013, remembering how Andrew and Robert had raved about their 

week in Zermatt and having picked up a Swiss O Week flyer at the JK, we 

decided we should ‘go for it’ and duly entered. Our Kelly-recommended 

accommodation turned out to be brilliant, with views of the Matterhorn on a 

clear day. Even Vince assisted with an hotel recommendation for our first few 

non-O days in the Saas Valley. This sums up perfectly the wider benefits of 

orienteering – the shared love of exploring new territory, the social spin offs and 

excellent tips. 

Swiss O week 2014 lived up to 

expectations; the traffic-free 

travel was great, the scenery 

stunning, and the organisation 

excellent. The organisers 

managed to swap days at short 

notice to accommodate poor 

weather conditions - the result 

being we enjoyed a high altitude 

day close to the Matterhorn with 

clear skies. By 7pm each 

evening there were on show 

superb videos of that day's 

event. Well worth a watch to 

understand what goes on at a large continental event. 

John Birtwistle fresh from racing up the 

Matterhorn (Photo: Linda) 
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The orienteering was hard physically, which we had anticipated, and needless to 

say included significant climbing. However it was fun and challenging and the 

terrain amazingly varied from day to day. Neither John nor I had a clean run all 

week, in my case a daily significant time loss on one control – I had hoped I 

might have improved! However, none of this spoilt our enjoyment. Even the 

Lake District style weather, which was at times cloudy, misty and wet but never 

cold, did not daunt us. We often had time after an event to go higher up the 

mountains on the cable cars, sometimes above the snow line. We managed some 

non-O activities; we visited the Matterhorn museum, saw a 1950’s film on 

climbing the Matterhorn in a unique cinema with chandeliers which swung into 

place in the intermission and went on a tour of the designer's workshop led by 

him – an interesting and apparently controversial Zermatt character Heinz Julen.  

4,630 competitors representing 37 countries attended the event, including some 

250 Brits, of which there were 3 Claros - Linda, John and myself. We each 

came away with a jolly useful document pouch and Swiss penknife! 

There is much to recommend being adventurous and travelling to new places 

beyond our shores. It’s also great to catch up with other orienteers from the UK 

and have more time than usually available at events to meet up discuss route 

choices, results and exchange more recommendations on where to eat, drink, 

shop, walk, visit etc. Orienteering gets you out and about and talking – it’s 

friendly and international. My top tip - heed recommendations from the Kellys 

and Vince and you will enjoy! 

Spring Flowers 2013/14 - Mike Hind 
So that's it for another year! I write this with a heavy heart. The statistics are in 

the table overleaf and they make pretty sorry reading. As some of you will 

remember, I gave a fairly impassioned address to the AGM three years ago 

about the desirability of having a series of local evening events so that Claro 

could go orienteering without having to travel too far or cost too much. There 

was a feeling that we could give it a try. I gave myself three years to make a go 

of it and get evening orienteering into Claro's DNA. Our first year was dogged 

with foul weather ( my lasting memory is of Phil Headford belting round West 

Park Stray in a thunderstorm!) so we weren't totally dismayed by low turnouts. 

Last year we started to believe that we had turned a corner and, although it was 

still lower than we'd hoped for, attendance was at least on the up. This year it 

has been back to square one! 
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Event Claros Others Total 

Bilton 9 1 10 

Conyngham Hall 8 14 22 

Knaresborough 13 12 25 

Pinewoods 14 2 16 

Hell Wath 13 4 17 

Bilton + Nidd Gorge 6 3 9 

Hookstone Woods 15 13 28 

Pannal 10 2 12 

Total 88 51 139 

Average 11 6 17 

 
Well, as WC Fields said, “ If at first you don't succeed try, try, try and try again 

but there's no sense in making a damned fool of yourself”. With an average 

turnout of 11 Claro members per event it is clear that evening orienteering is not 

what we want. On the plus side, some people have had some fun, some people 

have planned their first event and we've done a bit more mapping. 

I've given it three years and now it is time for someone to take over the reins. I'll 

happily talk to anyone about the job and what it entails and generally smooth 

over the transition before 2015. I still believe that evening orienteering is the 

way forward but I've run out of energy. 

Footnote from Stan - Thanks Mike and Tim for all the work you've put into 

these over the last three years and for the well-made points. We're keen to have 

a spring/summer programme in the 'great outdoors', but need to think how to do 

this without overburdening some individuals and clashing with the Schools 

Programme. As for numbers, I'm not discouraged - the pessimist says the cup's 

half empty, the optimist that the cup's half full ,while the engineer says the cup 

was twice as big as it needed to be! 

Stan 

Junior Coaching in July at Valley Gardens – Jemima Parker 
Following the success of the after schools club, Harlow Carr events and 

Harriers training sessions, Phil Headford and I laid on two coaching sessions in 

the Valley Gardens from 6-7pm on Tuesday 1st and 15th July. Nineteen 

children attended one or other of the sessions, with 5 children coming to both. 

After a map walk, we used simple mini kites with punches to help familiarise 

the children with map symbols, colours and route choices, before undertaking a 
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small competitive course. On both evenings we were fortunate to have beautiful 

sunny weather. 

All the children were very 

enthusiastic and seemed to 

enjoy themselves. Many of the 

parents stayed and joined in 

too. We are laying on some 

further training during the 

autumn term to enable these 

young peoples to transition to 

become club members and feel 

confident to attend events. 

Thank you to all those who 

helped with this coaching: 

Richard, Phil, Mike, David, 

Claire, Nathan and Luke. Offers 

for next term very welcome! 

Club League 2014/15 - Allen Banister 
Welcome to the 2014/15 Orienteering season. With the urban and “special” 

events that have taken place through the summer, there may not seem to be the 

usual summer break. However, with September comes the start of the “real” 

orienteering season. 

The Claro League in its current format was set up by Phil Headford and in the 

last few years I have merely administered it. The objective of the league, as I 

see it, is to encourage participation in local events. I have set the league fixtures 

to include Level B and C events that are roughly within a nominal 50 mile or 1 

hour radius of Harrogate and to credit our members both on both performance 

and participation. 

This has normally been about 16 events in a season; however, with a great list 

of events up until Christmas, this year it will probably be more. The qualifying 

events will be about half of those listed, so will probably be more than 8 for this 

coming season. 

The league rules have been changed a little for the coming season; have a look 

at our new website for details. The principle remains the same – some 

compensation for the technical difficulty, course length and gender; but mainly 

Jemima addresses the crowds. (Photo: Luke Parker) 
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to reward members for competing on a regular basis. Have a look at the events, 

which include some outside of YHOA as they are accessible. 

It may be obvious, but one of the biggest costs of orienteering these days is 

getting there – some please try and share the travel burden and let’s see more 

Claros out there at local events this year. 

[Ed - we are looking at how to co-ordinate lift sharing. Any ideas welcome, but 

in the short term please reply to the weekly newsletter if you either want a lift or 

can offer one and we will try and do the joining up] 

National Rankings and National League 
Back at the start of the year, the then Editor Supremo Lindsay reported in 

Clarion #133 on the national rankings.  At the time we only had one person 

ranked in the top 1,000.  We are obviously making some progress, as we now 

have four, and only a few days ago we had six!  For those unfamiliar, British 

Orienteering allocate ranking points for pretty much all events at Level C or 

higher using a fiendish formula that would warrant a whole article in itself (and 

attract very few readers).  Your overall score is the sum of the best 6 in the 

preceding 12 months, so your overall score drops when a good score "times out" 

one year after it was recorded.   

Top male is still Nathan Parker, at 550
th

, followed by Vince and Edwyn.  

Ruth Ker leads the female contingent at 1,025
th

, having only just dropped out 

of the 1,000, followed by Lindsey and Liz.  We currently have 45 people who 

have recorded a ranking score in the last year, and 24 who have a full six 

counting. 

The national league (or UK Orienteering League to use the official title) follows 

the calendar year, so is nearing it's end for 2014.  With 15 of 18 events 

completed, we currently have 8 people in the top 50 for their age: 

M20 32
nd

 Edwyn Oliver-Evans W55 35
rd

 Linda Kelly  

M50 27
th

 Vince Grealy W55 36
th

 Susan Birtwistle 

M65 15
th

 Geoffrey Hensman W65 12
th

 Lindsey Hensman 

M65 46
th

 Stan Appleton W65 42
nd

 Jackie Barnes 

Coaching Corner 
[Ed -This is the first of what we hope will become a regular piece about 

orienteering techniques. There are some good things happening in the club for 
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junior training, but at the moment nothing for the grown-ups (although I 

understand things are being planned). Thanks to Mike Hind for this first one. 

Please let us know what you need help with! Over to Mike...] 

For some reason Vince thinks that I know something about orienteering (he 

clearly hasn't looked at many recent results!) and on that basis he has asked me 

to put together some coaching tips for the grown-ups – so here we go. 

I'm going to try to help those of you who spend more time than is strictly 

necessary “hunting” for controls and we are going back to basics to start with. 

Setting and thumbing the map 

OK, we all know that the map needs to be set. Either do it using the ground i.e. 

line up the path/wall/stream in front of you with the one on the map, or do it 

with your compass i.e. needle of compass aligned with North lines on the map. 

The jury is still out on which type of compass is best, with both base-plate and 

thumb compasses having their adherents but for simple map setting either one 

will do.  

How you hold your map is actually important – it needs to be folded such that 

you can see the leg you are running and a decent width on either side. Too big, 

and it flaps about, and you can't easily thumb it, too small and you may fold 

over important terrain details (like that track you should be running along rather 

than flogging through this green forest). However you fold it, it needs to remain 

set and you need to get into the habit of “thumbing”. This is not hitching a lift 

with a passing, very fast, orienteer but placing your thumb at your last known 

position. That way you do not have to keep on saying “Now where was I when 

last I looked at this map?” and losing 10 seconds every time you do it. You will 

now not be too far from your thumb! 

Handrails and Attack Points 

The easiest way to navigate accurately is to use a “handrail”, which is a line 

feature like a path or a stream or a fence which you can hang on to (sometimes 

literally if it is an uphill fence). However not all controls are conveniently 

placed on nice easy line features, so you need to know where to abandon your 

comfy handrail and go into your control. This point should be a very obvious 

feature like a bend or a junction or a crossing – this is your Attack Point (AP). 

You can run like the wind along your handrail(s) till you hit your AP, but then 

you must slow down and navigate carefully into the control. More mistakes are 
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made here than anywhere else. If you often think “I was good as far as the 

circle” then you are probably not slowing down enough. 

So look at these three re-entrants. For each one pick your handrail and your AP. 

Now have another look – are there options? Which one is best?  

“And exactly when am I supposed to do all this?” I hear you cry. Well the best 

time is while you are running along your handrail on the previous leg because 

you are not having to do much navigation so you have time to think . Similarly 

whilst running on your chosen handrail on this leg you should be planning your 

handrail and AP for the next leg. I believe this is called “flow”. 

Once the Clarion is out I'll give you a week or so to look at this and then put my 

thoughts up on the Website. Bear in mind that all this is being written by a man 

who could get lost in a cupboard. 

Mike Hind 

CLARO Communications and Publicity 
So, as previously billed, we now have a new website.  All seems fine so far, 

with over 2,000 page views already - not bad considering it only launched on 1 

Sep and only cost £12.  The weekly newsletter also seems popular.  However, 

email overload is all too common so we intend to keep it brief and if you want 

to change your address or opt out there is a link in each edition at the bottom. 

Now we have some better foundations in place, we will begin to look at some of 

the other ideas discussed in the publicity document.  Timing of efforts to co-

ordinate with events and activities will be key, so if you want your say please 

come to the AGM. Did I mention the free biscuits? 
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JK 2016 - Chris Dicken 
Yes, that really does say 2016. It’s not a typo; it’s advance notice.  As you may 

have already picked up, the JK 2016 is taking place in Yorkshire, and it is the 

responsibility of YHOA to organise the four days of events. 

The second day, Easter Saturday, 26 March 2016, is scheduled to take place on 

the Claro area of Timble Ings. Claro therefore will be the lead organiser for this 

day; with Ebor being the other YHOA club helping to make that day a success.  

If you don’t normally go to the JK, or if this is your first time what a great 

opportunity – you can’t get closer to home than this! Forget an Easter holiday, 

don’t go visiting the relatives - attend the JK, but more importantly make sure 

that you’re free to help out on the Saturday. I believe this is the first time we as 

a club have had this honour (although we did organise the Event Centre in 

1996). 

So please put the date in you diary now and look out for further information and 

requests for help as the next 18 months pass by. 

AGM 
Now, about those free biscuits.  Hopefully you got the agenda that went out in 

the calling notice.  If not, look for the copy on the website (under Club > 

AGM).  Like me, you will no doubt be excited about the Chairman's Report, 

which is billed to include a review of Club happenings in the past year and an 

insight into plans for the future.  Don't be late!  Wed 23
rd

 Oct 14 at 8pm in the 

Green Hut.  Map on the website.  Biscuit, anyone? 

Results Roundup 
A selection of results from other events: 

This year, the White Rose Weekend took on a more urban feel with the Classic 

day on the South Cliff of Scarborough.  A select group of Claros enjoyed the 

terrain and the weather.  Well done to Allen Barnes for his 2nd Combined. 

 Sprint Classic Middle Combined Night 

Allen Barnes  4th 2nd 2nd  

Jackie Barnes  14th 4th 11th  

Stan Appleton 18th 6th 15th 11th 16th 

Linda Kelly 16th 11th    

Steve Fry  mp    

Luke Fry  3rd    

Vince Grealy mp 6th 14th 9th  
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Next year the event heads back into the forest near Pickering. 

The British Sprint and Middle Championships were held in Staffs on 6
th

 & 

7
th

 Sep 14.  Only two Claros took part in the Sprint at Keele University - Linda 

Kelly and Vince Grealy.  They both made the B final, with Linda 5th and Vince 

6th.  The Middle Championships was nearby at Brereton Spurs, with Linda our 

only finisher of three in 39th on a complex area with challenging vegetation. 

The YHOA Urban League has now completed, although the results from the 

last two races are not yet up on the league website.  After 9 of the 11 events 

there were 7 Claros in the top ten for their class: Edwyn Oliver-Evans (10th), 

Tim Evans (10th), Ruth Ker (10th), Jackie Barnes (5th), Stan Appleton (1st), 

Mike Cope (9th) and Tim Moon (10th).  However, the exciting news is that 

pending official confirmation, Stan Appleton has retained the Mens UltraVet 

title that he won last year with an event in hand. Congratulations, Stan! 

Future Events 
As the new season gets underway, there are lots of things to look forward to: 

The Club League has started, and is particularly busy between now and 

Christmas, with only two weekends without an event, so plenty of chance for 

some quality orienteering within an hour from home.  Look out for lift sharing 

opportunities through the newsletter.  Next up is our event at Lindley Moor on 

Sun 21 Sep 14. Hope to see you there! 

We have also started the Autumn series of Street-O events cunningly named 

Autumn Leaves.  There might be a few twists this year, only one of which is the 

concept of some optional social activity after each one.  Do come and join us. 

Further afield, quite a few Claros are planning to go to Race the Castles in 

Scotland this year.  It takes place over the two weekends of 11
th
/12

th
 and 

18
th
/19

th
 October.  The first weekend is urban and includes Edinburgh Castle 

and Stirling Castle.  The second is in the forest at Balmoral and then sand dunes 

at Forvie.  It is not clear if Her Majesty The Queen has entered yet, but you still 

can - the closing date is soon! - Sun 28 Sep 14. As a Claro, you even get an 

invite to lunch in Stirling by kind arrangement of the Hensmans, who have 

moved to Stirling specifically so they can support this event*. I am told that 7 

Claros are signed up for lunch already.  Might be an international trip by then. 

* This might not be quite true, but they have moved to Stirling. 
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Looking ahead to after Christmas (it is less than 100 days, you know!), there are 

some opportunities for larger events.  You will have read Chris Dicken's piece 

about JK 2016 in Yorkshire, but obviously JK 2015 comes before that.  It is 

very accessible for us as it is in the Eastern and Southern Lakes.  It is at Easter 

(as usual), 3-6 Apr 15. Judging by the great turnout in South Wales last year, we 

should do even better.  Get it in the diary for your chance to run a relay leg for 

the club and watch the club tent in action! 

Next summer is a long way off, but it is still worth mentioning Highland 2015 - 

the Scottish 6 day event.  This year is special because it is hosted alongside the 

World Orienteering Championships, and will use some of the same areas on 

consecutive days.  It is only the third time ever the WOC has been staged in the 

UK ('76 and '99 in case you were wondering), so it is a perfect chance to 

experience the same terrain and cheer on our stars.  I was there in '99 and it was 

great (although I wasn't). Highland 2015, 1
st
 - 8

th
 August 2015.  You know it 

makes sense. 

In case you are inspired by Susan's article about the Swiss O Week, there is 

already some interest in an international trip in February.  The 20
th
 Portugal O 

Meeting is 13th to 17th February 2015, at Mira e Vagos on the coast (well, 

what did you expect in Portugal?).  Let Linda or Vince know if you are 

interested.  The flyer is on the website under "Other Events". 
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Events Listing 
This listing includes a selection of local, regional and national events currently advertised 
until mid April 15.  It includes all YHOA events, and club league events up to Christmas are 
marked as *.  The website has separate lists for what's on locally, other events and club 
league events if you prefer a different filtered list. 

Date Event 

Tue 16 Sep 14 CLARO Junior Training 2 - Hookstone Woods 

Wed 17 Sep 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 1 - Harrogate 

Sun 21 Sep 14 *CLARO YHOA Superleague (C) - Lindley Moor 

Sun 28 Sep 14 *SYO Regional Event (C) - Wombwell, nr Sheffield 

Sun 28 Sep 14 SELOC Regional event (B) - Clowbridge, South East Lancs 

Tue 30 Sep 14 CLARO Junior Training 3 - Valley Gardens 

OCTOBER 
 Wed 1 Oct 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 2 - Harrogate 

Sat 4 Oct 14 *PFO Clitheroe Event (C) - Aitken Wood, Burnley 

Sat 4 Oct 14 October Odyssey day 1 (B) - Hamsterley, Bishop Auckland 

Sun 5 Oct 14 October Odyssey day 2 (B) - Hamsterley, Bishop Auckland 

Sun 5 Oct 14 DEE Event (B) - Formby Dunes, Formby 

Tue 7 Oct 14 CLARO Junior Training 4 - West Park Stray 

Sat 11 Oct 14 Race the Castles (B - UKOL) - Edinburgh 

Sun 12 Oct 14 *EBOR Middle Distance Event (C) - Brayton Barff, nr Selby 

Sun 12 Oct 14 Race the Castles (B - UKOL) - Stirling 

Sun 12 Oct 14 NOC Regional Event (C) - Byron's Walk, Nottingham 

Wed 15 Oct 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 3 - Harrogate 

Sat 18 Oct 14 Race the Castles (B) - Balmoral 

Sun 19 Oct 14 *EPOC Regional Event (C) - Midgley Moor, nr Hebden Br 

Sun 19 Oct 14 CLOK Urban Event (C) - Northallerton 

Sun 19 Oct 14 Race the Castles (B) - Forvie, Aberdeen 

Thu 23 Oct 14 CLARO AGM - Green Hut, Harrogate 

Wed 29 Oct 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 4 - Harrogate 

NOVEMBER 
 Sun 2 Nov 14 *SYO YHOA Superleague (C) - Tankersley 

Sun 2 Nov 14 November Classic (B - UKOL) - New Forest, Southampton 

Sun 2 Nov 14 LOC Cumbrian Galoppen (C) - Tarn Hows, Coniston 

Wed 12 Nov 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 5 - Harrogate 

Sat 15 Nov 14 British Schools Training Event (C) - Adel Woods, Leeds 

Sat 15 Nov 14 AIRE YHOA Night League (C) - Adel Woods, Leeds 

Sun 16 Nov 14 British Schools Champs (B) - Temple Newsam, Leeds 

Sun 16 Nov 14 *CLOK NE Score Champs (C) - Eston Moor 

Sun 16 Nov 14 British Schools Champs (B) - Temple Newsam, Leeds 

Sat 22 Nov 14 HALO YHOA Night League (C) - Primrose Warren, Scunthorpe 

Sun 23 Nov 14 *HALO Regional Event (C) - Beverley 

Wed 26 Nov 14 Autumn Leaves StreetO 6 - Harrogate 

Sat 29 Nov 14 CLARO YHOA Night League (C) - Hookstone Woods, Harrogate 

Sun 30 Nov 14 *AIRE YHOA Superleague (B) - Ilkley Moor 
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Date Event 

Sun 30 Nov 14 WCOC Cumbrian Galoppen (C) - (tbc), Keswick 

DECEMBER 
 Sun 7 Dec 14 *CLARO Regional Event (C) - Dob Park 

Sun 7 Dec 14 PFO Burnley (C) - Towneley Park & Colliery, Burnley 

Sun 14 Dec 14 *CLOK Colour Coded (C) - Ayton Moor 

Sat 20 Dec 14 EPOC YHOA Night League (C) - Royds Hall, Bradford 

Sun 21 Dec 14 *EPOC Regional Event (C) - Royds Hall, Bradford 

Sun 21 Dec 14 NOC Regional Event (C) - Walesby, Nr Worksop 

Sun 28 Dec 14 *EBOR Regional Event (C) - Nr Helmsley 

JANUARY 
 Sun 4 Jan 15 *AIRE Regional Event (C) - Shipley Glen, Bradford 

Sun 4 Jan 15 CLOK Team Score (D) - Flatts Lane, Middlesbrough 

Sat 17 Jan 15 YHOA Night League (C) - York 

Sun 18 Jan 15 DVO Regional Event (C) - Crich Chase, Matlock 

Sat 24 Jan 15 YHOA Night League (C) - Hugset, Barnsley 

Sun 25 Jan 15 SYO Middle Distance Event (C) - Hugset, Barnsley 

FEBRUARY 
 Sat 7 Feb 15 Southern Champs Sprint Event (B - UKOL) - Dorking 

Sun 8 Feb 15 AIRE Regional Event (C) - Haworth Moor, Keighley 

Sun 8 Feb 15 CLOK Regional Event (C) - Coate Moor, Great Ayton 

Sun 8 Feb 15 Southern Champs (A - UKOL) - Dorking 

Sun 22 Feb 15 YHOA Superleague (B) - Marsden, Huddersfield 

Sun 22 Feb 15 NOC Regional Event (C) - Harlow Woods, Mansfield 

Sat 28 Feb 15 British Night Champs (A - UKOL) - Middleton Park, Leeds 

MARCH 
 Sun 1 Mar 15 BNC weekend event (B - UKOL) - Cawthorne, Barnsley 

Sun 8 Mar 15 CLOK Acorn Event (B) - Hutton Mulgrave, Whitby 

Sun 15 Mar 15 CompassSport Cup Heat (B) - Hamsterley, Darlington 

Sat 21 Mar 15 YHOA Sprint Championships (C) - Linton-on-Ouse, York 

Sun 22 Mar 15 EBOR Regional Event (B) - Pickering 

Sat 28 Mar 15 CLOK O-Cross (one man relay) (C) - Brierley, Billingham 

Sun 29 Mar 15 YHOA Middle Championships (B) - Knapton Wood, Malton 

APRIL 
 Fri 3 Apr 15 JK Weekend Sprint (A - UKOL) - Lancaster University 

Sat 4 Apr 15 JK Weekend Individual 1 (A - UKOL) - Ulverston 

Sun 5 Apr 15 JK Weekend Individual 2 (A - UKOL) - Bigland, Ulverston 

Mon 6 Apr 15 JK Weekend Relays (A) - Graythwaite, Windermere 

Sun 12 Apr 15 AIRE Regional Event (C) - Calverley Wood, Bradford 

Sun 12 Apr 15 East Midlands Score Champs (C) - Clumber Park, Worksop 

Sat 18 Apr 15 British Champs (A - UKOL) - Forest of Dean 

Sun 19 Apr 15 CLARO Regional Event (C) - Hanging Moor, Harrogate 

Sun 19 Apr 15 British Relay Championships (A) - Forest of Dean 

 


