
CLARO Night Orienteering Event. Saturday 15th November 2025.
Changes since Mon Nov 10th in red.  Very Short course now unavailable, and specific references deleted.

Venue: Harlow Hill and Birk Crag, Harrogate
Assembly: Girl Guiding North Yorkshire West, Birk Crag Centre
Postcode: HG1 2NG   What3Words: gave.scar.broom  Grid ref: SE284551 
Times: 1700:  registration opens

1730-1830: starts  
2000:  courses close (you must have returned and downloaded by this time).  Anybody 
downloading after this time will count as having not finished. In line with Night 
League safety rules, anybody taking longer than 90 minutes will equally count as not 
having finished.  The Harlow Hill section will close at 1930, with controls collected 
progressively from 1900. If you think you may be out for an extended period of time, 
please start early.  

Entries: Limited entries at the event on the night.

Courses (see planner's notes at end for important detail)
Kms* Climb (m) Standard

Long 4.7 160 Experienced (Technical Difficulty 5, out of 5)

Middle 3.4 85 Older experienced (TD5)

Short 2.4 55 Some experience / older beginner (TD3)
*Distances are measured 'straight line' between controls.  Add c 25% for expected running distance

YHOA Night League courses:  please see the rules for which courses you should enter if competing in the 
league.  These are available at https://www.yhoa.org.uk/yhoa-night-league/.  

Map:   1:5000, 5m contours extensively updated by Quentin Harding, summer-autumn 2025.

Facilities:   Indoor assembly, toilets. The Girl Guides will be offering tea/coffee/cake as part of their 
fundraising for the centre, which is still being developed and paid for - please support. Competitors may 
leave kit whilst running. O-shoes must be taken off in the lobby area of the centre.

Transport:   Nearest railway station is Harrogate.  2.5km - 25-30 mins walk, 10 mins cycle.  The frequent 
36 bus connects Harrrogate station to Ripon and Leeds.  There is no service more local to event.  
Parking:   please use parking spaces along Cornwall Road to the south of the centre, or roadside parking 
along Duchy Road, respecting local access.  From Cornwall Rd parking, please follow the grass verge on 
the west side of the road to approach the centre. From Duchy Rd parking, cross Cornwall Rd at or near the 
Duchy Rd junction and then follow the verge; crossing the road from outside the centre is just above a blind 
uphill bend and potentially dangerous. The route to the start also follows the verge in the opposite direction.

Start:  a flattish 600m from Assembly, in Irongates field SE287546, scam.shave.keep). Route taped along 
the grass verge on S south of Cornwall Road. Please stay on the verge!
Finish:  All courses finish in Birk Crag, adjacent to the main gate to the Assembly driveway.  

Main officials: Organiser-Andrew Kelly;  Planner - Will Drewe;  Controller - Tim Evans
For entries queries, contact the Entries Secretary, Linda Kelly, at entries@claro-orienteering.org.uk
For other enquiries, contact the organiser at andrewk@claro-orienteering.org.uk

Safety (in addition to standard T&Cs)
Whistles are compulsory. A spare torch is recommended. The weather forecast is currently (Fri evening) 
heavy rain showers. We are not likely to make waterproofs compulsory but please make sure you dress 
appropriately and if you expecting to be out for a long time bring a waterproof with you. The safety 
direction is to follow any path heading north-east and relocate on Cornwall Road (the road along the north-
eastern edge of the map) .



Planner's Notes
Short and Medium:  courses are proportionally long in distance relative to the YHOA Night League 
guidance. However both feature a flat-downhill 520m connecting road run which does not require technical 
navigation. Removing this road run brings these courses within the distance guidance. 

Four terrain features to note
1.  Long/Medium/Short:  Birk Crag features some very significant crags some of which are ~30m+ high 
with near vertical drops. Courses have been planned to avoid the top of the biggest crags and mitigate the 
general risk to runners where possible. Please be cautious and sensible. 

2.  Long/Medium/Short:  stone steps in Birk Crag. 
These are uneven and slippery when wet - grippy/studded shoes recommended. Please ascend/descend with 
caution.

                    

3.  Long/Medium:  man-made hedges/thickets in Harlow Hill/Pinewoods. 
These MUST be navigated around and MUST NOT be crossed/climbed over.

4.  Long: uneven footbridge adjacent to main stream at the base of the valley. Located within Birk Crag 
towards the end of the Long course - take care when crossing.


